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Debate On!

Charles Dirrig gets his point across at
the Beijing Debate Society

What does British Parliamentary-style debate have

that other styles don't? The peculiarity of the BP style

is that there are four teams of two people each compet-

| ing during a debate: two on proposition and two on op-
position. So teams are not only fighting the opposite side .
but are also trying to be better than the other team on :
their own side. To do this, the team that comes at the end
of the debate may "extend" the debate. This is the main
differentiation of the BP style: the extension is unique
to it. Pretty hard but very interesting! Does beer come -

| before, during or after the debate session? Beer is :  “It looked like there were

f all along, but tea is welcome, too. We tend to stay on the ‘ jewels glittering in the

i reasonable side, but when we'll try out the more fun mo- : dee bhl e ocean » :

tions we might reconsider! How does a typical debate - p’ :

session work? We keep it simple and efficient. We first : foiba. Eacer. Mu h%iﬁ"

run through the rules, the dos and don'ts e

and discuss logistical issues. While this
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wants to proposes a motion and
we randomly pick one to debate.
We give 15 minutes to prepare,
and then each speaker has four to
five minutes to make their points. At
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feedback to all the speakers and then
the speakers give feedback to the
other speakers. What skill set does
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ously structure ideas and clearly con-
vey them." That sums it up pretty well.
Making people understand what you
want to say is harder than it seems.
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